MANIFESTO OF HSHT

# ORIGIN

A group of concerned citizens, greatly anguished by the recent trend of events in the
country, decided in February 1993 to start a movement for promoting understanding and
goodwill among the people of India. The group registered itself as a trust with the name
Hum Sab Hindustani Trust in March 1994.

# MANIFESTO AND OBJECTIVES :

1.    We are all children of Hindustan that is India, that is Bharat. Together we salute our
motherland and declare that people of Hindustan constitute one naiton, despite our
diversities of various kinds.

2.    We believe that while diversity is a fact of life in Hindustan, unity of approach is essential
for life itself and diverse groups must learn to live harmoniously each in its own interest.

3.    We affirm that harmony can be achieved by practicing integration through interaction
i.e. fair and frank discussion with a view to balancing the needs of unity and the
demands of diversity.

4.    We hail the provisions of our Constitution, particularly the Directive Principles,
Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties and their implementation in letter and
spirit as the best path for achieving the above said balance between unity and diversity.

5.    We proclaim in the context of Hindustan, Secularism means equal respect for all
religions and the state as well as the citizens must sincerely endeavour to put this to
practice in all spheres of activity.

6.    We assert that every group, large or small that wishes to stress its identity on the
basis of religion, caste, language, culture or ethnicity must simultaneously ensure
that the pursuit of its identity does not unduly impinge on the rights, sentiments and
interest of other groups and every group must adopt the spirit of 'give and take1.

7.    We think that the present diversities are the outcome of a long and complex historical
process and it will be entirely wrong and unwise to interpret historical events in terms
of the present group identities and nurse illwill, hatred or revenge against each other,
in total disregard of the assurances of the historic Constitution which has opened a
new era of liberty, fraternity and nationhood.

8.    We urge that the best way of sublimating the historical memories of injustice, injury
and suspicion, real or imaginary is to practice forgiveness, mutual understanding and
mutual adjustment.

9.    We deprecate attempts of any group to seek the intervention of foreign governments
or political bodies in national issues.

10.  We adopt inter-alia the following measures for achieving the above objectives.

(a)  Common meetings of representatives of diverse groups at all levels to promote
national unity and mutual understanding among the diverse groups,

(b)  Highlighting the essential ethical unity of all religions.

(c)  Collection and dissemination of correct information on all matters affecting the
unity and harmony of the nation.

(d)  Promotion of socialisation among the groups, as a part of nation building.

(e)  Inter-faith dialogue.

(f) Demonstration of pride in and commitment to the rich cultural heritage of the nation
since the days of the hoary past.

(g)  Coordination with similar initiatives in other parts of the country.